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SR-710 History

Surface Route Extension

1959 — California Master Plan of Freeways and Expressways
adopted; included Route 7 (how known as SR-710 and 1-710).
1964 — California Highway Commission adopted the “Meridian
Route” for the freeway alignment.

1969 — Passage of the National Environmental Protection Act
(NEPA) and (1970) California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
1973 — South Pasadena and others file NEPA/CEQA challenge;
injunction by stipulation.

1974-1998 — Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and
Caltrans prepared four rounds of EIR/EISs on different 710 surface

routes.

 FHWA and State agreed on approval of Meridian Variation with
Berkshire Shift (Record of Decision [ROD] April 13, 1998).




SR-710 History

1999 — United States District Court Judge Pregerson issued an
injunction against the 710 Freeway.
e Based on 1998 violations of NEPA, NHPA, and CAA (52 F. Supp.2d
1106).
2003 — FHWA rescinded the 1998 ROD.
* Specifying that future projects will not be approved without curing
errors determined by Judge Pregerson, and without proof of financial
feasibility. Caltrans rescinded state approval in June 2004.

2011 - Ch. 439 (AB 751) repealed Martinez Bill (S&H Code 100.4),
restoring city’s right to “freeway agreement.”

2013 — Ch. 468 (SB 416) removed surface 710 from further
consideration in state environmental review.







SR-710 History

* Tunnel Alternative

e 2002 — Caltrans decided to move forward with a tunnel
alternative.

e 2006 — Metro released the “Route 710 Tunnel Technical
Feasibility Assessment Report”.

e 2008 — Measure R was passed to provide a half-cent sales tax.

e 2012 — Metro released the “Route 710 Study: Alternative Analysis
Report”.
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