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In 1915, the Los Angeles County Flood Control Act established the LACFCD and empowered it to manage
flood risk and conserve stormwater for groundwater recharge. In coordination with the United States
Army Corps of Engineers the LACFCD developed and constructed a comprehensive system that provides
for the regulation and control of flood waters through the use of reservoirs and flood channels. The
system also controls debris, collects surface storm water from streets, and replenishes groundwater
with storm water and imported and recycled waters. The LACFCD covers the 2,753 square-mile portion
of Los Angeles County south of the east-west projection of Avenue S, excluding Catalina Island. Itis a
special district governed by the County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors, and its functions are carried
out by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works. The LACFCD service area is shown in
Figure 1.A-1.

Unlike cities and counties, the LACFCD does not own or operate any municipal sanitary sewer systems,
public streets, roads, or highways. The LACFCD operates and maintains storm drains and other
appurtenant drainage infrastructure within its service area. The LACFCD has no planning, zoning,
development permitting, or other land use authority within its service area. The permittees that have
such land use authority are responsible under the Permit for inspecting and controlling pollutants from
industrial and commercial facilities, development projects, and development construction sites. (Permit,
PartIL.E, p. 17.)

The MS4 Permit language clarifies the unique role of the LACFCD in storm water management programs:
“[g]iven the LACFCD’s limited land use authority, it is appropriate for the LACFCD to have a separate and
uniquely-tailored storm water management program. Accordingly, the storm water management
program minimum control measures imposed on the LACFCD in Part VLD of this Order differ in some
ways from the minimum control measures imposed on other Permittees. Namely, aside from its own
properties and facilities, the LACFCD is not subject to the Industrial/Commercial Facilities Program, the
Planning and Land Development Program, and the Development Construction Program. However, as a
discharger of storm and non-storm water, the LACFCD remains subject to the Public Information and
Participation Program and the Illicit Connections and Illicit Discharges Elimination Program. Further, as
the owner and operator of certain properties, facilities and infrastructure, the LACFCD remains subject
to requirements of a Public Agency Activities Program.” (Permit, Part ILF, p. 18.)

Consistent with the role and responsibilities of the LACFCD under the Permit, the EWMPs and CIMPs
reflect the opportunities that are available for the LACFCD to collaborate with permittees having land
use authority over the subject watershed area. In some instances, the opportunities are minimal,
however the LACFCD remains responsible for compliance with certain aspects of the MS4 permit as
discussed above.

In some instances, in recognition of the increased efficiency of implementing certain programs
regionally, the LACFCD has committed to responsibilities above and beyond its obligations under the
2012 Permit. For example, although under the 2012 Permit the Public Information and Participation
Program is a responsibility of each Permittee, the LACFCD is committed to implementing certain
regional elements of the PIPP on behalf of all Permittees at no cost to the Permittees. These regional
elements include:

=  Maintaining a countywide hotline (888-CLEAN-LA) and website (www.888cleanla.com) for public
reporting and general stormwater management information at an estimated annual cost of
$250,000. Each Permittee can utilize this hotline and website for public reporting within its
jurisdiction.
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=  Broadcasting public service announcements and conducting regional advertising campaigns at an
estimated annual cost of $750000.

=  Facilitating the dissemination of public education and activity specific stormwater pollution
prevention materials at an estimated annual cost of $100,000.

= Maintaining a stormwater website at an estimated annual cost of $10,000.

The LACFCD will implement these elements on behalf of all Permittees starting July 2015 and through
the Permit term. With the LACFCD handling these elements regionally, Permittees can better focus on
implementing local or watershed-specific programs, including student education and community events,
to fully satisfy the PIPP requirements of the 2012 Permit.

Similarly, although water quality monitoring is a responsibility of each Permittee under the 2012
Permit, the LACFCD is committed to implement certain regional elements of the monitoring program.
Specifically, the LACFCD will continue to conduct monitoring at the seven existing mass emissions
stations required under the previous Permit. The LACFCD will also participate in the Southern
California Stormwater Monitoring Coalition’s Regional Bioassessment Program on behalf of all
Permittees. By taking on these additional responsibilities, the LACFCD wishes to increase the efficiency
and effectiveness of these programs.
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Figure 1.A-1 Los Angeles County Flood Control District Service Area

Upper LA River EWMP 1.A3 Draft May 2015







Appendix 1.B

San Gabriel River Portion of South El Monte for
ULAR EMWP






	Appendix 1.A LACFCD Background Information
	Appendix 1.B San Gabriel River Portion of South El Monte forULAR EMWP

