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What is Engineering and Traffic Survey(E&TS)?

 California Vehicle Code Section 627 defines E&TS as a survey of 
highway and traffic conditions in accordance with methods determined 
by the Department of Transportation for use by state and local 
authorities.

 An E&TS shall include, among other requirements deemed necessary 
by the department, consideration of the following”
 Prevailing Speeds as determined by traffic engineering measurements. 

 Accident records.

 Highway, traffic, and roadside conditions not readily apparent the driver.   



Engineering and Traffic Survey Considerations
 When qualifying an appropriate speed limit, local authorities may 

consider factors such as: 

 Roadway design speed
 Safe stopping sight distance
 Shoulder conditions
 Vertical and horizontal roadway alignment (roadway curvature) 
 Intersection spacing and offsets
 Driveways characteristics
 Pedestrian and bicycle safety
 Roadside development and environment
 Parking practices
 Density of adjacent residential and/or business frontage 



Citywide Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) - 
Discussion
Current speed limit regulations:

Under California law, the maximum speed limit for any passenger vehicle is 65 miles per hour (mph). Other pre-
established speed limit on certain roads that meet certain criteria are called “Prima Facie” speed limits. Specific 
Prima Facie speed limits established by California Law include:

 70 mph – On selected sections of State highway and posted by Caltrans.
 65 mph – On state highways and posted by Caltrans.
 55 mph – On two-lane undivided highways (highways not physically divided and have no more than one 

lane per direction, excluding  passing lane).
 25 mph - When approaching or passing a posted “SCHOOL” zone, in a “business district” or “residential 

district” as defined by CVC, or when passing a “senior center” facility.
 15 mph – In an alley, or when approaching a blind highway intersection, or approaching rail crossing 

uncontrolled by traffic control devices. 

   



City Need for New E&TS
 California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (CA MUTCE) states 

that local agencies should conduct engineering and traffic survey every 5, 
7, or 14* years in compliance with Section 40802 of the California Vehicle 
Code (CVC).
* A speed survey may be extended to 14 years if the engineer determines all previously discussed criteria have been met and no significant changes in 
roadway or traffic conditions have occurred. 

 The last E&T Survey for the City was conducted in October 2014. 
Therefore, the City is due for a new E&TS.

 In February 2025, the City contracted with a Fred Manager and Associate, 
a private traffic engineering consulting firm, to conduct a new citywide 
E&TS.



Citywide Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) – 
Methodology
The new E&TS study took into consideration, the following:

 Compliance with Guidelines of California Vehicle Code (CVC), California & Federal MUTCD
 California New Speed Law AB 43
 Field Data Collection for Average Daily Traffic (ADT), and Radar Gun Speed Survey
 Analysis of Prevailing Speeds
 Analysis of Collision Records
 Analysis of Other Highway, Traffic, and Roadside Conditions Not Readily Apparent to Drivers
 The Last Citywide Engineering and Traffic Survey that was Completed in 2014



Citywide Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) – 
Findings & Conclusion

The E&TS included 58 roadway segments on 29 citywide streets
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Citywide Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) – 
Findings and Conclusion 

The findings of the new E&TS reveal that 55 out of 58 surveyed street segments on
29 citywide streets are recommended to remain at their currently established posted speed 
limits and would not require any changes to the existing posted speed limit signs. Three (3) 
road segments, however, require a speed limit to be established and speed limit signs be 
installed. Those are:

 Segment #55 – Oliver Street (Orange Grove Avenue to Meridian Avenue)
•  Establish a new speed limit of 25 mph and post speed limit signs accordingly

 Segment #57 – Flores De Oro (Via Del Rey to Camino Lindo)
•  Establish a new speed limit of 25 mph and post speed limit signs accordingly

 Segment # 57 – Camino Lindo (Flores De Oro to Alpha Avenue)
• Establish a new speed limit of 25 mph and post speed limit signs accordingly



Citywide Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS) – 
Findings & Conclusion









Next Steps
It is recommended that the Commission review the Citywide Engineering and Traffic 

Survey (E&TS) report and make a recommendation to City Council to adopt the study 
findings and recommendation.

Upon City Council adoption of the new Citywide Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS), 
City staff will install appropriate speed limit signs on the streets that required new limits. 
City staff will also update speed limit signs and refresh speed limit pavement legend 
where needed. 



Questions?
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