
Wednesday, September23, 2020
MinutesoftheSpecialMeetingoftheCityCouncil

CALLTOORDER

ASpecialMeetingoftheSouthPasadenaCityCouncilwascalledtoorderbyMayorJoeon
Wednesday, September23, 2020, at7:39p.m., intheCouncilChamber, locatedat1424Mission
Street, SouthPasadena, California.  

AbriefintroductionwasprovidedbyMayorJoeontheproceduresinplaceinanefforttoprevent
thespreadofCOVID-19, andtheCity’snewproceduresforsubmittingpubliccomment.  

ROLLCALL

Presentvia CouncilmembersCacciotti,Rossi, andSchneider;MayorProTemMahmud;and
Zoom: MayorJoe

Absent: None

CityStaff ActingCityManagerFireChiefRiddle; CityAttorneyTeresaHighsmith(in
Present: attendanceviaZoom); andChiefCityClerkMariaE. AyalawerepresentatRoll

Call. 

PLEDGEOFALLEGIANCE

MayorJoeledtheflagsalute. 

ACTION/DISCUSSION

1.InterviewsofApplicantsforCityCouncilDistrict2Vacancy

MayorJoeprovidedabriefdescriptionontheitemandexplainedtheprocessforthecandidate
interviews. 

ChiefCityClerkAyalaconductedarandomdrawingtoproducealistinwhichtheapplicants
wouldbeinterviewed. 
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Therandomizedlistoftheorderoftheinterviewswasproducedasfollows:  
1)LawrenceAllenAbelson
2)StephenEdwardRossi
3)TimothyJamesSearight
4)MarcosRodriguezHolguin
5)CaseyJamesLaw

AllfiveapplicantswereinattendanceinpersoninCouncilChambers. 

CityAttorneyHighsmithprovidedthestaffreport. 

MayorJoerequestedthatthecandidatesstepintotheirdesignatedseatingareauntilthey
werecalleduponfortheirinterview. 

StructuredinterviewsofthecandidateswereconductedbytheCityCouncilinthefollowing
order: 

CandidateAbelsonwasindividuallyinterviewedbytheCityCouncil.  

CandidateRossiwasindividuallyinterviewedbytheCityCouncil. 

CandidateSearightwasindividuallyinterviewedbytheCityCouncil. 

CandidateHolguinwasindividuallyinterviewedbytheCityCouncil. 

CandidateLawwasindividuallyinterviewedbytheCityCouncil. 

ChiefCityClerkAyalaannouncedthenamesofthosewhosubmittedpubliccommentviae- 
mail (thesecommentswerenotread,butareaddedtotheofficialfinalrecordofthemeeting
andareavailableunderthemeeting’sAdditionalDocuments): 

DeanSerwin
LinnaeaScott
GabrielaandAndrewBerk
JamesChou
CherylBusick
VanessaGodson
ShalimarDuff
MaryUrquhart
SteveZikman
DelaineShaneandSusanSulsky
AlanEhrlich

ChiefCityClerkAyalaplayedanaudiorecordingofthepubliccommentreceivedviatheCity’s
publiccommentphoneline:  

BryanSwanson –ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofMarcosRodriguezHolguin
totheDistrict2Councilmembervacancy. 
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GregKwai - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

SheilaTolle - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

AndyAu - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

KristineHilkevitch - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossi
totheDistrict2Councilmembervacancy. 

EdandNancyRiffle - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossi
totheDistrict2Councilmembervacancy. 

MeganDostal - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

AnneBagasao - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

KimCarlson - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

GloriaSamarian - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossito
theDistrict2Councilmembervacancy. 

MichaelLin - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofMarcosRodriguezHolguinto
theDistrict2Councilmembervacancy. 

AndrewHall - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofMarcosRodriguezHolguinto
theDistrict2Councilmembervacancy. 

ChristinaLin - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofMarcosRodriguezHolguinto
theDistrict2Councilmembervacancy. 

AbertoOcon - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

ChrisBray - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

TomPolanski - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

DeanSerwin - ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 
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AndrewBerk -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

JanMarshall -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

RichardMarshall -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossito
theDistrict2Councilmembervacancy. 

SteveZikman -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

KarenTaylor -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

ToddSchroder -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

DelaineShaneandSusanSulsky –ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephen
EdwardRossiorLawrenceAllenAbelsontotheDistrict2Councilmembervacancyand
concernsregardingvariousissuesexperiencedbytheresidentsofDistrict2. 

ErikGrammer -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

KristaOcon -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

NickTaylor -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

RichardLee -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

EvelynZneimer -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossito
theDistrict2Councilmembervacancy. 

SarahJames -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

AlanEhrlich -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

LondonLang -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

OdomStamps -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 
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JarilynSchmitz -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossito
theDistrict2Councilmembervacancy. 

MarkCanes -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

SamBurgess -ExpressedsupportfortheappointmentofStephenEdwardRossitothe
District2Councilmembervacancy. 

CityCouncilheldadiscussionregardingthefollowing: variouscandidatequalifications; needs
oftheCity;rolesandresponsibilitiesofcouncilmembers;etc. 

MOTIONBYMAYORPROTEMMAHMUD, SECONDCOUNCILMEMBER
CACCIOTTI, CARRIED1-0 (CouncilmemberCacciotti, Schneider, andMayorJoeabstained),  
to:appointLawrenceAllenAbelsonfortheDistrict2Councilmembervacancy. 

Motionfailed. 

MOTIONBYCOUNCILMEMBERCACCIOTTI, SECONDCOUNCILMEMBER
SCHNEIDER, CARRIED3-0 (MayorProTemMahmudabstained) to: appointStephen
EdwardRossifortheDistrict2Councilmembervacancy. 

CouncilmemberCacciottiaskedthatMr. RossibesworninandparticipateinthenextCity
Councilclosedandopensessionmeetings. 

CityAttorneyHighsmithprovidedadviceontheprocesstoswear-inMr. Rossiforhis
appointment. 

CouncilmemberCacciottirequestedMr. Rossibeappointedandsworninimmediately, if
possible, tofilltheCityCouncilmemberDistrict2vacancy. 

ChiefCityClerkAyalaconfirmedthatstaffwillcontactMr. RossitoreturntoCouncil
Chamberstobeswornin. 

Recommendation: 
2.DeriveaCouncilmajoritytoselectanapplicantforformalappointmentandswearing-in

onSeptember16, 2020tofilltheunexpiredtermendingDecember2, 2020forthevacant
DistrictCouncil2seat. 

2.ReportandRecommendationtoConsiderPersonnelActionsNecessarytoClosethe
GeneralFundBudgetDeficit; ReceiveandFileCalPERSActuarialValuationDisclosing
PotentialCostsAssociatedwithaRetirementIncentiveProgram

MichaelCasalou, HumanResourcesManager, providedaPowerPointpresentation. 

Atthistime, ChiefCityClerkAyalarespectfullyannouncedthatMr. RossiwaspresentintheCity

Page5of6



CouncilChambers. 

CouncilmemberCacciottirequestedthatMr. RossibesworninandjointheremainderoftheCity
Councilmeeting. AsecondwasprovidedbyCouncilmemberSchneider. 

ChiefCityClerkAyalaadministeredtheoathofaffirmationforCouncilmemberRossi. 

CouncilmemberRossiwasseatedatthedais, andformallyjoinedtheCouncilmeetingasaCity
CouncilmemberforDistrict2, effective10:10p.m. 

Atthistime, CityCouncilresumeddiscussiononAgendaItemNo. 2. 

CityCouncilhadvariousquestionsandcommentsregardingthefollowing: currentemployees
soontoretire; futureemployeetraining; non-exemptedemployeesqualifyingfortheGolden
Handshake; previousdiscussionsregardingstaff’srecommendations; etc. 

CityManagerDeWolfeandHumanResourcesManagerCasalouansweredquestions
accordingly. 

MOTIONBYCOUNCILMEMBERSCHNEIDER, SECONDMAYORPROTEM
MAHMUD, CARRIED5-0, to:directstafftoproceedwithapackageofpersonnelrelatedcost
savingsincludingthefollowing:  
1.Imposeapermanentfreezeonspecificvacantpositions; 
2.Reduceovertimeforthepoliceandfiredepartments; 
3.Offeraretirementincentivetoapproximatelytenemployees; 
4.ReceiveandfiletheattachedCalPERSactuarialreportanddirectstafftopostitonthe

City’swebsitefor14days. 

ADJOURNMENT

ndMayorJoeannouncedthenextRegularCityCouncilmeetingonSeptember2. 

Therebeingnofurtherbusiness, MayorJoeadjournedthemeetingat10:17p.m.  

RobertS. Joe
CityClerkMayor

Adoptedon10/07/2020
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