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SB1383 Implementation Update
Transition to a 3-Stream System

South Pasadena Public Works
July 22, 2025 



Background
• Senate Bill 1383 requires jurisdictions to provide organics collection 

services to all residents and businesses.

• A new agreement went into effect with a special rate adjustment for all 
customers on January 1, 2025.

• Athens and a City Athens Negotiations Working Group conducted 
additional negotiations to address the high diversion requirements of SB 
1383.

• Focus: provide additional services and comply with SB 1383 with 
minimal immediate financial impact to ratepayers.

• In May 2025, City Council approved an amendment to the waste 
agreement which adds a third waste stream without any rate increases.

• In July 2025, conducted successful Prop 218 hearing, officially approving 
the new agreement and launching the transition to a 3-stream collection 
system.



Amended Agreement
City Council approved an amendment with the following terms:
 Add recycling/blue collection service (third waste stream) for all customers.

 Freeze all rates at the January 1, 2025 rate schedule for all customers until July 1, 2027. 

 Modify the annual rate adjustment formula from using CPI to using Trash CPI plus 1%. 

 Extend the current seven-year rolling term to a ten-year rolling term. 

 The City will agree to not issue a Notice of Intent to Wind Down for five years.

 Modifies the City’s Bulky Item Pick-up Services



New Curbside Bulky Item Pick-Up Program

Single-family residents (including senior citizens)
• Receive one curbside bulky item pick-up per calendar 

quarter (up to four times per year)
• Maximum of five items per pick-up
• Call Athens Customer Service to schedule service

Multifamily units
• Receive one curbside bulky item pick-up per calendar 

quarter (up to four times per year)
• Maximum of five items per pick-up
• Tenants must coordinate with their property owner or 

HOA to schedule service

 Replaces Senior Citizen Weeks and Dumpster Days

 Addresses issues with event locations, accessibility, and 
safety
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New Curbside Bulky Item Pick-Up Program



3-Stream Implementation - Containers
Residential 
• Up to 7 barrels per customer (minimum 1 

black, 1 blue, 1 green)
• 29,986 (32-gallon) barrels to be deployed
• Recycle existing containers

Multi-Family/Commercial 
• Default Service: one 96-gallon recycle 

cart, serviced once per week

All containers will have standard labeling indicating what is and is not acceptable in the container.



3-Stream Implementation - Outreach 

1. Waste Assessments for Commercial and Multifamily Properties 
– in progress

• Recycling Coordinators will conduct in-person, door-to-door 
waste assessments for commercial and multifamily accounts 
followed by phone/email correspondence. 

• Signage/flyers with information on the new three-stream 
collection system.

• Athens will offer training for employees at commercial 
properties and assist in applying for an organics waiver if 
eligible. 

• Multifamily properties will receive a guide with 
email/signage templates for tenants describing the changes 
in waste collection. 

• City staff working on procuring kitchen compost pails for 
multifamily properties



3-Stream Implementation - Outreach 

2. Letters to Residential and Commercial Customers – late July
• Explain the transition to a three-stream system, what to 

expect with new containers, and information on the new 
curbside bulky item program. 

3. Postcards to Manual Barrel Service Customers - mid-August 
to late-September
• Mailed postcard will include information on the arrival of 

their new barrels and disposal of their old barrels.
• Customers will have the opportunity during this time to 

select their custom combination of barrels (minimum 
one barrel of each color, up to seven total barrels). 

4. Billing Inserts, Webpages, Social Media, Print Media, 
Community Events, Presentations



3-Stream Implementation - Deployment 
Deployment of New Containers: 

Commercial, Multifamily, and City Facilities: September 2025

Manual Barrel Service (single-family homes): November 2025
• Deployment will take 4-6 weeks to complete
• Will have opportunity to dispose old containers (optional)



Questions







Just title and picture

California Waste Legislation



Requires organics service subscription and organics waste 
separation from all residents, MFDs & businesses

Purpose:
• Targets reduction of methane emissions from landfills

Statewide Goals by 2025:
• 75% reduction of organics to landfill
• 20% recovery (for human consumption) of

currently disposed edible food

Recycling 
organic 
material 
into new 
products

Rescuing 
food and 
feeding 

Californians 
in need

Reducing 
landfill 

waste and 
pollution Fighting 

California’s 
climate 

crisis

California Waste Legislation
SB 1383: CA’s Short-Lived Climate Pollutant Reduction Law



3- Stream System

LANDFILL ORGANICSRECYCLING



LANDFILL
non-recyclable trash no longer of use



Where Does It Go?
LANDFILL



ORGANICS



Where Does It Go?
ORGANICS

Plant Matter & Food Scraps

100% Fiber-based, Food-Soiled Paper 
(NO Bioplastics)



RECYCLING



EMPTY
WITHOUT 
LIQUID OR 

FOOD

Where Does It Go?
RECYCLING

*No food waste or yard trimmings, liquids, hazardous waste, packaging peanuts, pet waste, or trash.



Recycling Contamination

Mixed packaging types (see below) 
Food residue
Stuffed or “crimped” material



Recycling Tips

NO MaybeNO

Recycle symbol does not mean “recyclable”
Recyclable does not = recycled

• Best: #1 bottles & thermoform containers, #2, & #5
• Best: Clear, white, or light in color (not dark)

4 Inch Minus Rule (i.e. straws, lids, utensils)



Lets Play the 
Sorting Game!



Where Does It Go?



Where Does It Go?



Where Does It Go?



Where Does It Go?



Where Does It Go?





Thank You!



Additional Documents 
ITEM 3: Approval of Proposed FY 25-26 Water Conservation 

Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Proposed Water Conservation Program
Fiscal Year 2025-2026

Natural Resources & Environmental Commission

Danielle Garcia
Water Conservation Management Analyst

July 22, 2025 



Water Conservation Program Overview
• Annual program includes:

1) Metropolitan Water District (MWD) 
Additional Rebate Funding 

2) City Rebate Program
3) Water-Use Assessments
4) Water Conservation Promotion

• Funded through Water Efficiency 
Fee = $0.14 per unit of water billed 
to all water customers

• Continued watering restrictions



Metropolitan Water District Rebates
• MWD offers water conservation rebates through their 

SoCalWater$mart Program
• The City adds supplemental funds to these rebates

• Example: Premium High Efficiency Toilets (1.1gpf)
• $  40  MWD rebate
• $260  City supplemental funds
• $300  Potential rebate amount for South Pasadena 

residents/businesses

• Apply for MWD rebates directly through the SoCalWater$mart 
website: www.socalwatersmart.com 

http://www.socalwatersmart.com/


Metropolitan Water District Rebates 
FY 24-25 (July ‘24–June ’25)

Rebate Sector MWD 
Incentive

City’s 
Incentive

Total 
Customer 
Incentive

Quantity of 
Approved 

Applications

Total City 
Co-fund

High Efficiency Clothes 
Washer Residential $85 $415 $500 20 $7,055

Premium High-
Efficiency Toilet

Residential and 
Commercial

$40 $260 $300 1 $260

Weather Based Irrigation 
Controller Residential $80 $170 $250 10 $985.79

Leak Detection Residential $100 $100 $200 6 $600

Rain Barrel Residential $35 $0 $35 1 $0

Cisterns Residential $250 $0 $250 0 $0

Turf Removal 
(Residential) Residential $2 per ft2 $2 per ft2 $4 per ft2

8,954 Sq. 
Ft. 

$17,906

Turf Removal 
(Commercial) Commercial $2 per ft2 $2 per ft2 $4 per ft2 0 $0

TOTAL: $26,806.79



City Rebates 
• Water conservation rebates that are not offered by MWD
• Applications, requirements, and details will be available on www.southpasadenaca.gov/rebates 

Rebate Rebate Amount 
(FY 2024-25) Quantity Total Rebate Amount

Water Efficient (Drought 
Tolerant) Plants Up to $1,200 10 $1,640.60

Native & Drought Tolerant 
Trees (10 trees maximum) $100 per tree 26 (trees) $2,600

Drip Irrigation Conversion Up to $300 2 $600

High Efficiency Dishwashers Up to $500 12 $6,000

High Efficiency Clothes 
Washer (Multifamily) Up to $500 Not implemented -

Greywater Laundry to 
Landscape Conversion Up to $1,000 Not implemented -

TOTAL: $10,840.60

http://www.southpasadenaca.gov/rebates


REBATE                                     HIGHLIGHT



REBATE                                     HIGHLIGHT



REBATE

HIGHLIGHT



Outreach Efforts
• Increased outreach efforts included: 

• Tabling at City Events
• Circulation of rebate opportunities 

(printed and digital) 
• Direct mailing & digital campaigns

• Native Plant Community Resources
• Sustainability Events

• Sustainability Fair, Plant Swap & Garden Tour
• Fall & Spring Compost/Mulch Giveaways
• Distribution of Water Conservation Kits
• Landscape Academy Workshops



OUTREACH HIGHLIGHT





Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Goals
• City Rebates

• Clothes Rebate Program 
• Greywater Rebate Program 

• Water Conservation Education and Promotions
• Continuation of Landscape Academy
• Native Plant Community Resource Guide 

• Community Outreach 
• Workshops / Community presentations 
• Printed/ Digital Programming 



Water Conservation Budget Summary 
FY 2024-2025

Water Conservation 
Rebate/Program

FY 2024-25 
Budgeted

FY 2024-25
Expended

Remaining 
Budget

MWD Additional Rebate Funding - 
Residential $45,000 $26,806.79 $18,193.21

MWD Additional Rebate Funding - 
Commercial $10,000 $0.00 $10,000

City Rebate Program – 
Residential $20,000 $10,840.60 $9,159.40

City Greywater Rebate Pilot 
Program - Residential Only $20,000 - $20,000

City Rebate Program – 
Commercial $10,000 $0.00 $10,000

Water-Use Assessments $5,000 $1,469.66 $3,530.34

Water Conservation Promotion $15,000 $15,388.56 -$388.56

TOTAL: $120,000 $54,505.61 $65,494.39



Water Conservation 
Proposed Budget Fiscal Year 2025-2026

Water Conservation Rebate/Program FY 2025-2026
Proposed Budget

MWD Additional Rebate Funding - Residential $40,000

MWD Additional Rebate Funding - Commercial $10,000

City Rebate Program – 
Residential $20,000

City Greywater Rebate Pilot Program - Residential Only $20,000

City Rebate Program – 
Commercial  
(including new multifamily clothes washer rebate program)

$10,000

Water Use Assessments – Residential & Commercial $5,000

Water Conservation Education & Promotion – Residential & 
Commercial
(including new landscape academy) 

$15,000

TOTAL: $120,000



For more information
•City Website: www.southpasadenaca.gov/waterconservation

www.southpasadenaca.gov/rebates 

•MWD Website: socalwatersmart.com

•Sustainability Office: (626) 403-7289

•Email: WaterConservation@southpasadenaca.gov

                                        

Thank You

http://www.southpasadenaca.gov/waterconservation
http://www.southpasadenaca.gov/rebates
http://socalwatersmart.com/
mailto:WaterConservation@southpasadenaca.gov
mailto:WaterConservation@southpasadenaca.gov
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