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Attachment 1
Tree Ordinance Presentation



CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA 
PUBLIC WORKS

TREE ORDINANCE UPDATE
January 27, 2026

Natural Resources & Environmental Commission 



PURPOSE OF DISCUSSION 

• Tree ordinance adopted by City Council 

• Ordinance evolution 

• Key changes to ordinance 

• Supporting implementation 



THE WHY
The prior ordinance created challenges for 
residents, staff and commissioners: 

• Broad and unclear definitions of regulated trees

• Inconsistent removal and replacement standards 

• Complex permitting pathways

• Limited flexibility to address fire risk, insurance concerns 

and climate suitability 

Goal was to modernize the ordinance while 
maintaining strong environmental protections. 



KEY CHANGES

TREE CLASSIFICATIONS & FIRE SAFETY
• Re-inclusion of Significant Trees 
• Protected Tree clarified by species & size 
• Creation of Restricted Tree lists for Fire Hazard Severity Zones & Citywide planting restrictions 

ORDINANCE CLARITY + CITY ACCOUNTABILITY & OVERSIGHT
• Strengthened oversight for City-owned tree removals
• Clear DBH thresholds and permit triggers for trimming and removal

REMOVALS, REPLACEMENTS & CANOPY STRATEGY
• Replacement requirements consolidated into a singular sections
• 1 to 1 replacement for non-development removals
• Diameter based replacement for developments 
• Establishment of an Approved Replacement Tree list



KEY CHANGES
PERMITTING & APPEALS

• Permit requirements clarified for trimming and removal activities 
• Streamlined appeals process limited to applicant 
• Removal of radius-based public comment requirements 

IMPLEMENTATION & ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT
• Expanded use of administrative regulations
• Updated applications, process flow charts, and technical guidance 
• Ongoing updates to tree lists and standards without reopening the ordinance 



IMPACT ON THE COMMUNITY
• Clearer expectations for residents and applicants 

• Stronger protection for large and ecologically 

valuable trees

• Better alignment with fire safety and climate 

resilience 

• More transparent and predictable processes 

• Improved tools to support compliance and 

stewardship 



WHAT’S NEXT?
To ensure the ordinance is clear and usable, 
staff is developing: 

• Tree removal and trimming applications 

• Step-by-step process flow charts for: 

• Trimming Permits 

• Removal Permits 

• Protected, Restricted and Replacement Tree lists 

• Administrative Regulations

• Arborist report standards

• Replacement plan requirements 

• Inspection and verification procedures 



ROLE OF COMMISSION
NREC will continue to play a key role through:

• Appeals ( as applicable) 

• Ongoing discussion of urban forest 

health 

• Input on replacement strategies and 

canopy goals 

Commission feedback will additionally help 

shape administrative regulations and outreach 
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Attachment 3
Protected Tree List



   
 

 
 

CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA 
 

The following tree or tree species (common name) are designated by the City as 
“Protected Trees” in a resolution adopted by the City Council.  
 
 

 
Oak Trees, including Coast Live Oak, Holly Oak, Southern Live Oak, Scrub Oak, 
Canyon Live Oak, Engelmann Oak, California Black Oak, Interior Live Oak 

California Bay Laurel  

Desert Willow 

Catalina Ironwood 

Sycamore Trees, including California Sycamore 

Toyon  

Southern California Black Walnut  

Hollyleaf Cherry 

Heritage Trees 

 
 

 

 



Attachment 4
Restricted Tree List 



CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA 

RESTRICTED TREES  
The following tree or tree species (common name) are prohibited from being planted on 
private or public property located in the City of South Pasadena. 

Tree of heaven 

Italian Alder 

White Alder 

King Palm 

River Birch 

European white Birch 

Naked coral tree 

cockspur coral tree 

natal coral tree 

Eucalyptus blue gum  

Eucalyptus river red gum \American 
sweetgum 

Rotundiloba sweetgum 

Southern magnolia 

Russet southern magnolia 

Canary island date palm 

Victorian box 

Purple-leaf plum 

Aristocrat callery pear 

Bradford pear 

Evergreen pear 

Black locust 

Brazilian petter 

Coast redwood 

Giant sequoia 

Queen palm 

Chinese tallowtree 

Mexican fan palm 

California fan palm 

Fan palm 

Attachment No. 3



Attachment 5
Restricted Tree List in High Fire Hazard 

Severity Zone



CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA 

RESTRICTED TREES IN VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES 
OR HIGH FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES 

The following tree or tree species (common name) are prohibited from being planted in 
a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone or a High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. 

Trees Listed in the Restricted Tree List 

Arborvitae 

Blue gum 

Date palm 

Filibuster hybrid fan palm 

Guadalupe palm 

Juniper (all species) 

King palm 
Lemon-scented gum 

Leyland cypress 

Pindo palm 

Senegal palm 

Spruce 

Windmill palm 

Yew 

Italian Cypress 

Canary Island Pine 

Acacia (Blackwood, Silver Wattle) 

Tree of Heaven 
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Attachment 6
Approved Tree Replacement List



Los Angeles County Recommended Tree Species List 

Botanical Name Common Name 

Climate Areas 

1-Coast 

2-LA Basin

3- SM Mtns

4-Foothills 

5-Desert 

6-Mtns

Foliage Type: 

Deciduous (D) 

Evergreen (E) 

Semi- 

Deciduous (SD) 

Height at 

Maturity 

(feet) 

Spread 

at 

Maturity 

(feet) 

Min and 

Max 

spacing 

(feet) 

Native tree 

to LA 

County 

(Yes/No) 

Recommended 

Street Tree 

(Yes/No) 

SelecTree 

Water Use 

Rating: 

Acacia aneura mulga 2, 4 E 20 20 4 No Yes Very Low 

Acacia stenophylla shoestring acacia 2, 4 E 30 20 4 to 7 No Yes Very Low 

Afrocarpus falcatus African fern pine 1, 2, 4 E 50 to 65 10 to 20 >7 No Yes Medium 

Agonis flexuosa peppermint willow 1, 2, 4 E 20 to 40 20 to 40 5 to 6 No Yes Low 

Angophora costata Sydney red gum 1, 2, 4 E 50 40 >10 No Yes Low 

Arbutus 'marina' marina madrone 1, 2, 4 E 40 to 50 40 3 to 5 No Yes Medium 

Arbutus unedo strawberry madrone 1, 2, 4, 5 E. 35 35 4 to 7 No Yes Medium 

Bauhinia x blakeana 
Hong Kong orchid 

tree 
1, 2, 4 SD 20 20 5 to 6 No Yes Medium 

Bauhinia variegata (B. 

purpurea) 
purple orchid tree 1, 2, 4 SD 20 to 35 20 to 35 5 to 6 No Yes Medium 

Brachychiton populneus bottle tree 1, 2, 4 E 50 30 >7 No Yes Medium 

Caesalpinia cacalaco 

'Smoothie' 
thornless cascalote 5 E 15 11 to 15 3 to 5 No Yes Low 

Callistemon citrinus lemon bottlebrush 1, 2, 4 E 20 to 25 20 3 to 5 No Yes Low 

Callistemon viminalis weeping bottlebrush 1, 2, 4 E 25 15 to 20 3 to 5 No Yes Low 

Cassia excelsa crown of gold tree 1, 2, 4 E 25 to 30 25 to 30 5 to 6 No Yes Medium 

Cassia leptophylla gold medallion tree 1, 2, 4 SD 25 15 to 20 3 to 5 No Yes Medium 

Casuarina cunninghamiana river she-oak 1, 2, 4 E 70 30 >7 No Yes Low 
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https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/1513
https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/1113
https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/143
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Cedrus atlantica 'glauca' blue atlas cedar 1, 2, 4 E 60 25 to 40 >7 No Yes Low 

Cedrus deodara deodar cedar 1, 2, 4 E 80 40 8 to 12 No Yes Medium 

Cedrus libani cedar of Lebanon 1, 2, 4 E 100 
80 to 
100 

>7 No Yes Medium 

Ceiba speciosa floss silk tree 1, 2, 4 SD 60 
40 to 

50 >7 No Yes Low 

Celtis australis European hackberry  2, 4, 5 D 70 40 to 50 >7 No Yes Medium 

Celtis reticulata western hackberry 4, 5 D 40 25 to 30 4 to 7 No Yes Low 

Cercidum floridum / 

Parkinsonia florida 
blue palo verde  2, 3, 4, 5 D 35 40 3 to 5 No Yes Very Low 

Cercis canadensis eastern redbud 1, 2, 4 D 25 25 5 to 10 No Yes Medium 

Cercis occidentalis western redbud 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 D 25 20 4 Yes Yes Medium 

Cercis reniformis 'Oklahoma' Oklahoma redbud 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 D 15 15 2 to 4 No Yes Medium 

Chilopsis linearis desert willow 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 D 30 20 2 to 4 Yes Yes Very Low 

Chitalpa tashkentensis chitalpa 1, 2, 4, 5 D 35 30 7 No Yes Low 

Cordia boissieri Texas olive 1, 2, 4, 5 E 30 10 to 15 2 to 4 No Yes Low 

Corymbia citriodora lemon scented gum 1, 2, 4, 5 E 80 
50 to 
100 >7 No Yes Low 

Corymbia ficifolia red flowering gum 1, 2, 4, 5 E 35 30 5 to 10 No Yes Low 

Corymbia papuana ghost gum 1, 2, 4, 5 E 50 20 to 35 4 to 7 No Yes Very Low 

Cotinus coggygria 

'purpureus' 
smoke tree 1, 2, 4, 5 D 25 10 to 12 3 to 5 No Yes Low 

Dalbergia sissoo Indian rosewood 2, 4, 5 D 60 30 to 40 7 No Yes Very Low 

Ebenopsis ebano Texas ebony 5 E 40 30 to 40 2 to 4 No Yes Very Low 

Eriobotrya deflexa bronze loquat 1, 2, 4, 5 E 25 25 3 to 5 No Yes Medium 

Ficus rubiginosa rustyleaf fig 1, 2, 4 E 50 35 to 60 >7 No No Medium 

Fraxinus 'fan-west' fan west ash 5, 6 D 50 40 to 45 7 to 8 No Yes Medium 

Fraxinus velutina 'modesto' modesto ash 1, 2, 3, 4 D 50 30 to 40 3 to 6 Yes Yes Medium 

https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/289
https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/292
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https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/533
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https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/433
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Fraxinus uhdei evergreen ash 1, 2, 4 SD 80 60 >7 No Yes Medium 

Geijera parviflora Australian willow 1, 2, 4, 5 E 45 20 4 to 7 No Yes Medium 

Ginkgo biloba 
autumn gold  
maidenhair tree 1, 2, 4 D 70 25 5 to 6 No Yes Medium 

Hakea laurina sea urchin 1, 2, 4 E 15 9 to 20 2 to 4 No Yes Low 

Handroanthus chrysotrichus golden trumpet tree 1, 2, 4 D 25 25 3 to 5 No Yes Medium 

Handroanthus heptaphyllus pink trumpet tree 1, 2, 4 D 30 25 4 to 7 No Yes Medium 

Hesperocyparis arizonica Arizona cypress 2, 4, 5 E. 40 20 4 to 7 No No Low 

Hesperocyparis forbesii tecate cypress 2, 3, 4, 5 E 25 20 6 Yes No Low 

Heteromeles arbutifolia toyon 1, 2, 3, 4 E 25 15 4 to 7 Yes No Low 

Hymenosporum flavum sweetshade 2, 4 E 50 15 to 20 4 to 7 No Yes Medium 

Jacaranda mimosifolia jacaranda 1, 2, 4 D 50 25 to 40 5 to 10 No Yes Medium 

Koelreuteria bipinnata Chinese flame tree 1, 2, 4, 5 D 35 35 5 to 10 No Yes Medium 

Koelreuteria elegans flamegold 1, 2, 4 E 15 9 to 20 2 to 4 No Yes Medium 

Koelreuteria paniculata goldenrain tree 1, 2, 4, 5 D 40 40 4 to 7 No Yes Medium 

Lagerstroemia indica crape myrtle 2, 4 D 25 20 5 to 6 No Yes Low 

Lagunaria patersonii primrose tree 1, 2, 4 E 50 20 4 to 7 No Yes Medium 

Laurus nobilis sweet bay 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 E 35 20 5 to 10 Yes Yes Medium 

Lophostemon confertus brisbane box 1, 2, 4 E 50 30 5 to 10 No Yes Medium 

Lyonothamnus f. asplenifolius 
catalina ironwood 1 E 40 20 4 to 7 Yes* No Low 

Melaleuca linariifolia flaxleaf paperbark 1, 2, 4 E 30 25 4 to 7 No Yes Low 

Melaleuca quinquenervia paperbark 1, 2, 4 E 35 20 5 to 6 No Yes Low 

Metrosideros excelsa 
New Zealand  

christmas tree 
1 E 35 35 5 to 10 No Yes Low 

Olea europaea fruitless olive 1, 2, 4, 5 E 35 25 to 30 7 to 8 No Yes Low 
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https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/776
https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/777
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https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/939
https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/970


Olneya tesota desert ironwood 2, 4, 5 E 30 15 to 30 4 to 7 No Yes Low 

Parkinsonia x Desert 

Museum 

desert museum palo  

verde 
2, 4, 5 D 20 25 4 No Yes Very Low 

Parkinsonia aculeata Mexican palo verde 1, 2, 4, 5 D 25 20 3 to 5 No Yes Very Low 

Pinus canariensis canary island pine 1, 2, 4 E 80 35 8 to 12 No Yes Medium 

Pinus eldarica mondell pine 1, 2, 4 E 80 25 7 to 8 No Yes Low 

Pinus halepensis aleppo pine 1, 2, 4, 5 E 65 60 to 80 8 to 12 No Yes Medium 

Pinus torreyana torrey pine 1, 2, 4 E 50 20 to 25 >7 No Yes Low 

Pistacia chinensis Chinese pistache 1, 2, 4, 5 D 40 35 4 to 7 No Yes Low 

Pistacia x Red Push red push pistache 1, 2, 4, 5 D 40 40 7 No Yes Medium 

Platanus x hispanica London planetree 1, 2, 4 D 80 70 >7 No No Medium 

Platanus racemosa California sycamore 1, 2, 3, 4 D 80 50 >7 Yes No High 

Prosopis glandulosa honey mesquite 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 D 35 35 4 to 7 Yes Yes Very Low 

Prunus ilicifolia ssp. Lyonii Catalina cherry 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 E 40 20 to 30 4 to 7 Yes No Low 

Quercus agrifolia coast live oak 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 E 65' 20 to 70 8 to 12 Yes Yes Low 

Quercus engelmannii englemann oak 1, 2, 3, 4 SD 50 to 60 25 5 to 6 Yes Yes Low 

Quercus ilex holly oak 1, 2, 4, 5 E 40 to 50 40 to 50 5 to 6 No Yes Medium 

Quercus lobata valley oak 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 D 70 50 8 to 12 Yes Yes Medium 

Quercus suber cork oak 1, 2, 4, 5 E 
70 to 
100 70 7 to 8 No Yes Low 

Quercus tomentella island oak 1, 3 E 50 25 to 40 >7 Yes* Yes Low 

Quercus virginiana southern live oak 1, 2, 4, 5 E 60 
60 to 
120 7 to 8 No Yes Medium 

Searsia lancea African sumac 1, 2, 4, 5 E 25 25 5 to 10 No Yes Very Low 

Spathodea campanulata African tulip tree 1, 2, 4 SD 50 30 5 to 6 No Yes Medium 

Stenocarpus sinuatus firewheel tree 1, 2, 4 E 35 5 to 10 2 No Yes Medium 

Tipuana tipu tipu tree 1, 2, 4 D 50 25 to 50 8 to 12 No Yes Medium 
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Tristaniopsis laurina water gum 1, 2, 4 E 40 30 3 to 5 No Yes Medium 

Ulmus parvifolia Chinese elm 1, 2, 4, 5 SD 60 50 to 70 >7 No Yes Medium 

Umbellularia californica California bay laurel 1, 2, 3, 4 E 80 60 to 75 >7 Yes No High 

Vachellia farnesiana sweet acacia 1, 2, 4 SD 25 15 to 25 4 to 7 No Yes Very Low 

Zelkova serrata 'village 

green' 
sawleaf zelkova 2, 4, 5 D 60 40 to 60 7 to 8 No Yes Medium 

 

https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/1486
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SB 1383 IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE
January 27, 2026

South Pasadena Public Works 



BACKGROUND



WHY THE CHANGE

Requires organics service subscription and organics 
waste separation from all residents, MFDs &
businesses

Purpose:
• Targets reduction of methane emissions from

landfills
Statewide Goals by 2025:

• 75% reduction of organics to landfill
• 20% recovery (for human consumption) of currently disposed

edible food

Recycling  
organic  
material  
into new  
products

Rescuing  
food and  
feeding  

Californians  
in need

Reducing  
landfill  
waste
and  

pollution Fighting  
California’s  

climate  
crisis

California Waste Legislation
SB 1383: CA’s Climate Pollutant Reduction Law



3-STREAM IMPLEMENTATION-CONTAINERS
Multi-Family/Commercial 
• Default Service: one 96-gallon 

recycle cart, serviced once per week
• Additional cost for organics service 

All containers will have standard labeling indicating what is and is not acceptable in the con



3-STREAM IMPLEMENTATION-CONTAINERS
Residential 
• Up to 7 barrels per customer 

(minimum 1 black, 1 blue, 1 green)
• Custom made 32-gallon barrels 
• Option to recycle existing containers

All containers will have standard labeling indicating what is and is not acceptable in the con



3-STREAM IMPLEMENTATION-DEPLOYMENT
Deployment of New Containers: 

Commercial, Multifamily, and City Facilities 
• Completed September 2025

Manual Barrel Service (single-family homes)
• Completed December 2025
• 33,558 barrels delivered to date 
• Last week to dispose of dispose old containers (optional)

Since deployment, the City has collectively diverted over 1K tons of organic 
waste & 250 tons of recycling waste from the landfill. 



3-STREAM IMPLEMENTATION-OUTREACH

1. Waste Assessments for 
Commercial and 
Multifamily Properties 

2. Letters to Residential and 
Commercial Customers
 

3. Postcards to Manual 
Barrel Service Customers

4. Billing Inserts, Direct 
Mailers, Webpages, Social 
Media, Print Media, 
Community Events, 
Presentations



CURBSIDE BULKY ITEM PICK-UP PROGRAM
Single-family residents (including senior citizens)
• Receive one curbside bulky item pick-up per 

calendar quarter (up to four times per year)
• Maximum of five items per pick-up
• Call Athens Customer Service to schedule service

Multifamily units
• Receive one curbside bulky item pick-up per 

calendar quarter (up to four times per year)
• Maximum of five items per pick-up
• Tenants must coordinate with their property owner 

or HOA to schedule service

 Replaces Senior Citizen Weeks and Dumpster 
Days

 Addresses issues with event locations, 
accessibility, and safety



CURBSIDE BULKY ITEM PICK-UP PROGRAM



TOOLS & RESOURCES



TOOLS & RESOURCES
City Sustainability Webpage

City of South Pasadena
southpasadenaca.gov/trash



TOOLS & RESOURCES

On-Site Trainings for Multifamily Complexes or 

Commercial Businesses



3-STREAM IMPLEMENTATION-DEPLOYMENT
CONTACT INFORMATION

City of South Pasadena
Southpasadenaca.gov/trash 

CITY TRASH HOTLINE: (626) 403.7289

Athens Services 
Athens Customer Service (888) 336.6100


	1.27.26 NREC_SB 1383 UPDATE
	SB 1383 IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE
	BACKGROUND
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13

	1.27.26 NREC_TREE ORDINANCE UPDATE
	CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA �PUBLIC WORKS��TREE ORDINANCE UPDATE
	PURPOSE OF DISCUSSION 
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8

	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



