


























The General Plan directs new growth to Downtown, Ostrich Farm District and the three neighborhood
centers along Huntington Drive.
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Inventory map of existing Green Infrastructure Assets
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Concept Green Infrastructure Framework. Besides public parks and streets, the framework identifies
opportunities to partner with school for limited public use of their grounds, and the use of Edison
easement as a green corridor. A longer term project could be to study the feasibility of a future capping
110 with public parks.
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TREES

Trees are the largest and most visible component of green infrastructure. Their habitats
range from naturally occurring areas along the Arroyo Seco and Monterey Hills to the
physical fabric of the city where they are planted along streets, in parks and open
spaces, on private yards and vacant lots, on institutional campuses, or elsewhere. Trees
enhance urban life. A city-wide urban tree canopy can serve a vital role in keeping built-
up areas cool, reducing air-conditioning costs, absorbing stormwater and providing
habitat for birds and other wildlife. They also provide habitat values for humans by
producing oxygen and absorbing pollutants.

South Pasadena is called the City of Trees. It's streets are lined with numerous species

of native trees such as Oaks, Magnolia, Sweetgum, and Sycamore. South Pasadena
has been designated as a Tree City USA for 18 years.
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Land Use Map

South Pasadena General Plan
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Figure X Potential Circulator Shuttle Alignment

P.4X Adopt performance metrics that are reflective of City policy objectives, including
policies in areas other than mobility.

A.4X Consistent with State guidance, discontinue the use of vehicular level of service
as a metric for determining transportation mitigations required of new development.
Instead, follow State guidance regarding the use of vehicle miles traveled (VMT) as an
alternative.
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3. Gold Line Access

The Metro Rail Gold Line South Pasadena Station at Mission and Meridian Avenue is
an existing mobility asset that could be better leveraged. There are a number of
locations within a half-mile of the station — within its “walkshed,” which includes much of
Downtown South Pasadena — where “first/last mile” access to the station and
transportation conditions more generally could be improved. This would serve to
improve the accessibility of the station and increase transit ridership; it would also
improve safety and mobility for non-users of the station who are traveling through the
area.

Figure X Analysis of Gold Line Walkshed Access

Some possible improvements, such as grade-separation of the Gold Line at locations
where it acts as a barrier, would be relatively expensive (Gold Line grade separations
would also almost certainly require property takings). Other relatively low-cost
improvements potentially could be implemented, however, using regional funding that
Metro has made available for projects to improve mobility in the proposed 710 freeway
extension corridor.
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Figure 1 Current Classifications

Current Land Uses

Current zoning designations are shown in Figure 2. Note that existing land uses along
Mission Street within the Mission Street Specific Plan area are primarily retail. Most
retail within the city is located along Mission Street and Fair Oaks Avenue downtown.
Most of the remainder of the city is zoned residential.
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Figure 2 Current Zoning

South Pasadena General Plan
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Figure X shows current truck route designations. Note that the General Plan Update will
recommend removal of Fremont south of Huntington from the network.

Figure X Current Truck Routes
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Figure X shows existing fixed-route transit services. Large vehicles (including both
buses and trucks) currently operate or are allowed to operate on only a few streets in
South Pasadena, including Fair Oaks, Huntington, Mission, Pasadena Avenue, Fremont
south of Huntington, Garfield Avenue south of Mission, and brief segments of Atlantic
Boulevard, Collis Avenue and Avenue 60.

Figure X Existing Transit Routes

1-7/6

South Pasadena General Plan 72


djimenez
Typewritten Text
1-76





Proposed Classifications

Proposed new street classifications are shown in Figure X. Four primary classifications
are proposed: Throughway, Main, Connector and Access. These classifications are
similar to those adopted by Pasadena in its 2015 General Plan Update. As in Pasadena,
secondary classifications (such as “Access (Shared)”) could be developed.

While the classifications are not associated directly with land uses, they are related to
land use, as well as to roles in the transportation network: retail is located primarily on
Throughway and Main streets, on which a higher level of pedestrian amenity would be
required. Transit, Bicycle and Freight “Modal Priority Network Overlays” would be
adopted along with the new classifications, with additional requirements related to each
mode such as accommodations for large vehicles and dedicated bicycle facilities.

Figure X Map of Proposed Classifications

RED Throughway

BLUE Main
Connector

(ACCESS not shown)
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South Pasadena property and violent crime trend. Source: South Pasadena Police Department
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Traffic accident statistics. Source: South Pasadena Police Department
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Existing Park Service Area Map
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Concept Green Infrastructure Framework (need to update base map). Besides public parks and
streets, the framework identifies opportunities to partner with school for limited public use of their
grounds, and the use of Edison easement as a green corridor. A longer term project could be to study the
feasibility of a future capping 110 with public parks.
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Different Categories of South Pasadena Creative Expressions
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To take advantage of the Metro station and to enhance the presence of Mission Street
as a “pedestrian-oriented, historic shopping street,” the City Council adopted the
Mission Street Specific Plan. The Mission Street Specific Plan has accomplished many
of its original goals and has facilitated the orderly development and preservation of
many downtown assets.

The central focus of the companion 2018 General Plan update is to protect the historic
neighborhoods and direct majority of the growth to downtown area. This Downtown
Specific Plan intends to build on the success of the earlier plan and expand the
downtown area to include Fair Oaks Avenue. Fair Oaks Avenue is a highly visible
corridor with historic assets and many opportunities.
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Place

Urban Form: South Pasadena is a residential community with the historic downtown
core focused along two corridors Mission Street and Fair Oaks Avenue.

Urban Form Map Plan
Corridors (Downtown) §
District H Garteld
Neighborhood Centers 3
Parks & Open Spaces
1/4 mile Ped Shed
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xisting Land Uses

Single-family @D Commercial/retail
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I @ wmixuse
_|- @ office

Existing Land Use Map

Downtown South Pasadena has a rich variety of residential, commercial, and civic uses.

Mission Street is the historic Main Street with primarily 2 story buildings with pedestrian
serving retail and civic uses on the street level and office or residential uses above. Fair

Oaks Avenue is commercial corridor has larger format buildings

in the front oriented towards the car.

some with parking lots
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Traffic Volumes

The city’s busiest roadway is Fair Oaks Avenue, with more than 32,000 vehicles per day south of
Monterey. This is followed by other segments of Fair Oaks, Huntington east of Fair Oaks and Fremont,
each of which have ADT greater than 20,000. Monterey west of Fair Oaks, Orange Grove north of Mission
and Garfield south of Monterey all have volumes in the 10,000 to 20,000 rangeZ. No other city street is
used by more than 10,000 vehicles per day.

2 The 30,364 figure shown on Orange Grove north of SR 110 appears to be an error, as the line thickness is representative of
ADT of less than 15,000, consistent with the segment just to the south.
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Pedestrian

Most Downtown streets feature sidewalks, although they are of varying width and
condition. There is also no sidewalk on a key downtown blockface, on El Centro
between Mound Avenue and Edison Lane. Additionally, residents have indicated
through this study process that lighting in residential areas is often inadequate, and that
some sidewalks are in substandard condition due to factors including tree root damage.

Figure X below shows locations of marked crosswalks in the Downtown area. These
crosswalks are generally of a high-visibility “ladder,” “zebra” or “continental” design, with
wide parallel stripes. Most are located at signalized intersections, although a small
number on Mission are at uncontrolled intersections. At these locations, additional
signage is provided to alert motorists to the presence of pedestrians. Many crosswalks
on Mission and Fair Oaks have been shortened using bulbouts. At signalized crossings
within the Downtown area, there are crosswalks on all four sides of the intersection and
walk phases are pedestrian-actuated (signal cycles and resulting pedestrian wait times
vary). Distances between crosswalks in the downtown area vary from a few hundred up
to nearly a thousand feet, between Meridian and Orange Grove. In general, crosswalks
in areas with high pedestrian volumes should be no more than about 600 feet apart, in
order to reduce out-of-direction travel.

Figure X Mission Street Specific Plan Area Crosswalks
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Access to Station

As the figure below notes, there are streets leading directly to the station from the north,
south, east and west (Meridian, Mission, El Centro and Glendon). These have been
identified as path arterials. There are also a number of streets connecting to these
streets that extend some distance and provide important connections. These have
identified as path collectors, and include Grand, Orange Grove, Prospect, Fremont,
Grevelia, Charter Oak and Monterey. Some of these streets are existing or planned
bicycle routes providing important connections beyond the half-mile radius to the larger
bikeshed; for example, Mission and El Centro connect to the Pasadena Avenue bike
lanes at their western ends.

As the figure shows, the walkshed around the station generally connects of a well-
connected network of streets with relatively small blocks, enabling direct pedestrian and
bicycle paths. However, a few obstacles are noted. These include physical barriers —
SR-110, the rail line itself — as well as widely spaced or missing crosswalks,
substandard or missing sidewalks, gaps between bike lanes and wide streets.

Figure X South Pasadena Station Path and Barriers
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Bicycle

Existing and planned off-street Class | bike paths and on-street Class Il lanes are
shown in Figure X.

Figure 17 Bicycle Facilities (Existing and Planned)

As the figure indicates:

= There are existing Class Il on-street bicycle lanes on several street segments, including all of
Mission to the east and west of downtown, El Centro to the west of downtown, Pasadena Avenue
to the west of downtown.

Together, the existing and planned paths and lanes form a disconnected network of dedicated bicycle
facilities. Completion of bike facilities on Mission, Fair Oaks and Huntington, however, would result in a
continuous network along major north-south and east-west routes.

There are also bicycle racks located on sidewalks throughout the City, primarily on Mission and at the
Metro Rail station downtown.
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parking by potted plants in the initial phases and permanent planters in the eventual
phases. Bulb outs at each intersection help slow traffic speeds. The bicycle lanes
remain continuous across the blub outs.

Metro Area Enhancement — The area around the Gold Line light rail station is
significantly enhanced. The existing triangular park to the east of the station is
retained. The asphalted road to the east of the station is redesigned a paved plaza.
The existing historic monuments and Oak trees in this space are retained. The
intersection of Mission and Meridian is also paved to enhance pedestrian
connectivity on both sides of Mission. The station platform is directly connected to
open spaces on both west and east by stair directly from the platform.

Pico Alley enhancement - The existing alley east of the station is paved and
enhanced with string lights. It becomes a quite gathering space as well as an
important pedestrian connection from the station to the eastern blocks, without
getting onto Mission Street.

Edison Lane enhancement — The existing alley behind the Rialto is paved and

enhanced with trees and string lights. It becomes a distinct north south pedestrian
connection from south to north, connecting the Rialto to Mission.
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Parking

The adjoining diagram shows the envisioned distribution of parking within the two
districts. Note how the subterranean parking — as part of individual private
developments — can over time create a balanced and evenly distributed series of
concentrated public parking locations all within a 4 mile, 5 minute walk pedestrian shed
from the center of each of the districts.
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1. Complete Streets

Opportunities exist to apply South Pasadena’s recently enacted Complete Streets
Policy to major local streets, reconfiguring them to more safely accommodate all users
without significantly impacting traffic — and in doing so, to make South Pasadena more

of a “complete city.”

While on some major streets, traffic volumes are at or approaching the capacity of the
roadway (Fremont Avenue, for e4ample), on others including Mission Street there is
edcess capacity. On streets including Fair Oaks Avenue, meanwhile, traffic lanes are
wider than they need to be, or should be for safety reasons.

These streets also have among the City’s highest rates of traffic collisions involving the
most exposed users of the street, pedestrians and cyclists.

On these streets, space that is not needed for traffic purposes may be put to other uses
such as bike lanes, transit-only lanes, wider sidewalks, additional parking or landscaped
medians.

Policies and Actions

P.4X Support street designs that emphasize safety and that accommodate all users,
including pedestrians and cyclists.
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3. Gold Line Access

The Metro Rail Gold Line South Pasadena Station at Mission and Meridian Avenue is
an edisting mobility asset that could be better leveraged. There are a number of
locations within a half-mile of the station — within its “walkshed,” which includes much of
Downtown South Pasadena — where “first/last mile” access to the station and
transportation conditions more generally could be improved. This would serve to
improve the utility of the station and increase transit ridership; it would also improve
safety and mobility for non-users of the station who are traveling through the area.

Some possible improvements, such as grade-separation of the Gold Line at locations
where it acts as a barrier, would be relatively expensive (Gold Line grade separations
would also almost certainly require property takings). Other relatively low-cost
improvements potentially could be implemented, however, using regional funding that
Metro has made available for projects to improve mobility in the proposed 710 freeway
edtension corridor.

Policies and Actions

P.4X Identify important pathways for pedestrian and bicycle travel between the Gold
Line station and major destinations, and make improvements to safety and comfort
along these paths.
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