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Credit Card Fraud

Security Lighting

Credit card fraud
continues to be a growing crime,
especially with the ease of the
point-of-sales (POS) terminals and
the internet.
While the embedded
microchips in credit cards does
help, the use of POS terminals and
the internet has removed the
human aspect of making purchases.
No longer do cashiers ask to see
ID with a credit card purchase.
With the POS, you simply swipe
your card. The cashier never sees
the card.
Many thieves that steal
wallets and use victim’s credit
cards often make purchases this
way. The cashier never notices
that the credit card used is in a
woman’s name and the person using
it is a male.
Thieves can obtain your
credit card numbers through a
number of ways. “Phishing” emails,
mail theft, making purchases online
through an unsecured website,
skimmers placed at POS locations
or a corrupt employee, etc.
Once the thief has your
credit card information, the thief
can easily make a counterfeit card.
Thieves will also often sell credit
card numbers to other thieves, so
your credit card information can
be used by different people all
over the world.
Always review statements
promptly and immediately notify
your bank should you suspect any
fraudulent charges.

With the conclusion of
Daylight Savings Time, it means it
will get darker earlier. Often times,
residents will return home from work
when it is nighttime.
Burglars will often drive
down the street to see which houses
are dark inside. An occupied home
will often have lights on.
Good
lighting is one of the best
precautions you can take to prevent
burglaries at night, as it takes away
the burglars ability to hide.
Lighting is a must on all four
sides of the house, especially the
driveway area and any exterior
doors. Exterior light fixtures should
be placed high enough, so the light
bulb cannot be unscrewed, or the
fixture tampered with.
Good lighting on the inside of
the house is also important as it
gives an appearance that someone is
home. Lights on timers are perfect
to give this appearance.
Alarms continue to be a great
deterrent, but be sure your alarm
signs are clearly visible at night.

Safe Deal Zone
With the holiday shopping
starting soon, residents will be doing
their holiday shopping online.
Many residents will use
various social media websites
(Facebook, Craigslist, Letgo, etc.) to
purchase and sell items.
To make your e-commerce
shopping safe, the lobby of the
South Pasadena Police Department is
a designated “Safe Deal Zone”.
The Safe Deal Zone program
allows residents to know that they
can come to the station lobby to
conduct face-to-face e-commerce
transactions in a safe environment.
The lobby offers 24-hour video
surveillance, a well-lit courtyard and
ample street parking, with access to
an emergency phone in the lobby that
connects directly to the police
dispatcher.

The Crime Prevention Unit
offers these FREE services






Engravers to mark your property
“Community Opportunity for
Pro per ty S ecur ity (COPS )
Program.”
Home Inspection Surveys.

Email alerts of crime bulletins
and weekly crime summary.
If you would like to start a
Neighborhood Watch Group or
receive future copies of this
newsletter, please contact the Crime
Prevention Unit.

www.southpasadenaca.gov/police

Holiday Overnight
Parking Exemption
To enjoy the Thanksgiving
holidays, no overnight parking
permits will be needed between
November 26, 2019 thru December
2, 2019.
However, this exemption
does NOT exempt a vehicle from
being parked for more than a
consecutive 72-hour period on any
public roadway.

e-mail: rlee@southpasadenaca.gov

Crime Statistic Map, October - 2019
Crime occurred between 7AM - 7PM

Auto Burglary (5)

Auto Theft (3)

Crime occurred between 7PM - 7AM

Commercial Burglary (3)

Robbery (2)

Crime occurred during unknown time.

Residential Burglary (3)

