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TODAY’S AGENDA
• Welcome and Introduction
• Meeting Objectives
• Overview of Draft General Plan and 

Downtown Specific Plan
• Revisions Since 2017 Draft
• Focus on Key Policies
• Next Steps
• Questions and Answers



Meeting Objectives
 Opportunity for additional public 

comment and discussion during the 
public comment period

 Identify the changes that have taken 
place between the 2017 and 2019 
draft documents

 More in-depth presentation of some 
of the plan components





What Does the General 
Plan Contain?
 A Vision for the Future (Citywide)

 Elements/Chapters
 Goals: A general expression of community 

values and directions, expressed as ends (not 
actions)

 Policies: A specific statement that guides 
decision-making and helps implement a 
general plan vision

 Actions: A procedure, program, or technique 
that carries out general plan policy

 Implementation Programs
 Timing, responsible entity, possible funding

What Does the Specific 
Plan Contain?
 A Vision for the Future (Downtown)

 Elements/Chapters (Focused)
 Goals
 Policies
 Actions

 Code | Development Standards

 Implementation Programs



What the GP is Not…
 Development regulations, such as zoning (see DTSP)

 Related implementing studies and plans—Examples:

 Special Plans (i.e. DTSP)

 Climate Action Plans

 Infrastructure Master Plans (streets, water, sewer, energy, etc.)

 Transportation demand management and parking management plans

 Streetscape improvement plans

 Development fee programs

 Municipal budget and financing plans

 Other



General Plan Organization
General Plan Chapter Required/Optional Element Topics Covered

Our Natural Community Conservation, Open Space Air and water, greenhouse gasses, open space, hillsides, 
watersheds, riparian areas, plants and animals 

Our Prosperous Community Economic Development Fiscal health, economic Diversification, job growth, tourism

Our Well-Planned Community Land Use/Design, Housing, 
Parks and Recreation

Place types, visual character, nature of intended change, 
and housing

Our Accessible Community Circulation
Street networks, street types, transit services, bicycle and 
pedestrian systems, parking, transportation demand 
management, and performance metrics

Our Healthy Community Public Health, Noise, and Land 
Use

Physical health, mental health, social capital, and access 
healthy food

Our Safe Community Safety Police, fire, and natural hazards

Our Active Community Land Use, Open Space, Parks 
and Recreation

Open Spaces, parks and recreation facilities,  youth and 
senior programs

Our Creative Community Culture Arts, culture, schools, libraries, historic resources



What has changed since 2017 draft?
Specifies revisions to 
goals, policies, actions, 
and implementation 
programs. Does not 
include revisions of 
descriptive text, as this 
information changes 
over time and will not be 
adopted by the City 
Council.

https://www.southpasade
naca.gov/government/
departments/planning-
and-building/general-
plan/proposed-2019-
general-plan-downtown-
specific-plan-update

https://www.southpasadenaca.gov/government/departments/planning-and-building/general-plan/proposed-2019-general-plan-downtown-specific-plan-update
https://www.southpasadenaca.gov/government/departments/planning-and-building/general-plan/proposed-2019-general-plan-downtown-specific-plan-update
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What has changed since 2017 draft (General)?

 Revisions for consistency with statutory requirements (e.g., inclusion of 
development standard for non-residential uses—Floor Area Ratio)

 “Resilience” chapter content integrated into other plan chapters
 Policies and actions re-organized and added to address “Active 

Transportation” (GP P. 80-82)
 Revision of policies to enable flexibility in response to changing budget 

availability, legislation, and specific subsequent studies, plans, and 
regulations without compromising vision or goals

 Clarify policies and actions that are vague/unclear or are more 
appropriately implemented through subsequent plans and improvement 
programs



Vision
The central theme of the General Plan is 
to conserve the stable areas and reinvest 
wisely in the Downtown area, Ostrich 
Farm, and centers along Huntington Drive

Overarching Themes
 Small-town character
 Quality of life and livability
 Sustainable environment, economy, and 

social well-being (Equity)
 Culture
 Healthy community
 Resilience



What has changed since 2017 draft (General)?

 Revision of actions directing establishment of a procedure or a program 
that currently exists

 Removal of a policy or action when it is addressed in another section of the 
Plan

 Revision of policies and actions to ensure consistency between the GP and 
DTSP

 Revisions of policies and actions for grammar and understanding 



Our Natural Community
KEY GENERAL PLAN POLICIES
 Minimize adverse impacts of growth and 

development on air quality and climate 
change

 Promote alternative transportation 
modes such as walking, biking, and 
transit and the use of energy-efficient 
vehicles

 Preserve, manage, and grow the urban 
forest

 Promote a network of Green 
Infrastructure – Stormwater 
management, use of gray or recycled 
water, green roofs, bioswales, street 
trees

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGES 41 & 44



Our Healthy Community
KEY GENERAL PLAN POLICIES
 Accommodate a mix of uses to 

encourage physical activity
 Design networks of complete streets to 

facilitate walking and biking
 Establish a network of public and private 

green space for access to nature
 Locate and design buildings for energy 

and water efficiency and reduction of 
waste and consumption of scarce 
resources

 Expand access to affordable and 
nutritious food

.

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGES 94, 104, & 106



Our Well-Planned 
Community
KEY GENERAL PLAN POLICIES
 Conserve South Pasadena’s character 

and scale
 Conserve existing stable residential 

neighborhoods
 Direct new growth to the Downtown, 

Ostrich Farm, and the neighborhood 
centers along Huntington Drive

 Promote resilient low-carbon built 
environments that are compact, 
comprised of pedestrian-scaled blocks, 
and includes a diversity of necessary 
and desired functions

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGES 69 -71



Our Well-Planned 
Community
KEY GENERAL PLAN POLICIES
 Provide high quality housing for current 

and future residents with a diverse
range of income levels and increase the 
supply of affordable units

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGE 70



Our Well-Planned 
Community
KEY GENERAL PLAN POLICIES
 Maintain adequate, sustainable, and 

safe infrastructure to support existing 
and future uses

 Support inclusion of energy and water 
efficient design and renewable
technologies in new public and private 
projects and retrofits

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGES 77 - 78



DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGES 60 & 61



DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | FIGURE 2.3.2, PAGE 63



DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | Page 67



Ostrich Farm

75
Units

5K
Sq. Feet

100K
Sq. Feet

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGE 67



Mission Street and Fair Oaks Avenue

300
Units

100K
Sq. Feet

125K
Sq. Feet

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGE 67



Huntington Drive

125
Units

25K
Sq. Feet

75K
Sq. Feet

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGE 67



DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGE 67



KEY GENERAL PLAN 
POLICIES
 Expand parkland 

inventory to strive for 
the standard of 5 
acres/1,000 residents

 Ensure the maximum 
distance between 
homes and the nearest 
park or preserve is ½ 
mile, ¼ mile preferred

 Develop and support a 
parklet program for 
Downtown area

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGES 126 & 127

Our Active Community



Our Prosperous 
Community
KEY GENERAL PLAN POLICIES
 Economic development that sustains 

and builds on existing character and 
qualities

 Attract and retain high value, high-wage 
jobs and diversify the local economy 

 Promote and support local businesses
 Build the City’s fiscal capacity to sustain 

public amenities and services
 Foster new commercial growth to create 

more vibrant and attractive commercial 
districts

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGES 60 & 61



Our Accessible 
Community
A transportation network designed and 
managed to support not just mobility and 
access, but broader goals of safety, 
health, economic development, and 
environmental sustainability

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGES 60 & 61



Our Accessible Community

Street Classifications

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGES 60 & 61



Our Accessible Community
KEY GENERAL PLAN POLICIES
 Provide and maintain high-quality pedestrian and bicycle facilities and encourage 

residents to walk and bike
 Reduce traffic congestion by reconfiguring outmoded interchanges and traffic 

signals, rather than adding lanes to streets
 Explore options to improve transit service and improve access to and from the Gold 

Line station
 Encourage and facilitate shared-ride options
 Manage public and private parking supply as a shared resource, and focus on 

measures to ensure availability and access rather than simply increasing supply

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGES 60 & 61



Our Safe Community
KEY GENERAL PLAN POLICIES
 Provide a high level of police and fire 

service, with an average response time 
of three minutes for emergency calls

 Promote crime prevention strategies: 
Neighborhood Watch, pedestrian-scaled 
lighting, and design and surveillance 
best practices

 Locate and design buildings to protect 
residents and properties from seismic, 
geologic, flooding, and brushfire risks.

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGES 60 & 61



Our Creative Community
KEY GENERAL PLAN POLICIES
 Increase awareness of, brand, and 

market the creative community
 Integrate public art in development 

projects and capital improvements
 Enhance understanding, appreciation, 

and respect for all cultures and support 
South Pasadena’s cultural organizations

 Promote designation of historic districts 
and conservation of resources 

 Integrate new development with the 
historic character of neighboring historic 
buildings and districts

DRAFT GENERAL PLAN | PAGES 60 & 61



Key Ideas of the Vision

 Two distinct districts—Mission District 
centered on light rail station; Fair Oaks 
District centered on Fair Oaks-Mission 
intersection

 Two great streets
 Leverage public transit and 

multimodality
 Intricate network of open spaces
 Park once, pedestrian first
 Responsible infill development
 Preserve and rehabilitate historic 

buildings

DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGES 28 & 29



Central Themes of the Specific Plan

The intersection of Fair Oaks Avenue & Mission Street 
is conceived as a pedestrian-friendly crossing and a 
visually attractive place with new infill buildings with a 
quality and character appropriate to enhancing this 
place.

To augment pedestrian activity and social interaction 
along Mission Street, and to provide more sidewalk 
space, the plan proposes a series of parklets that 
occupy the space of one parallel parking stall and are 
designed as intimate places for outdoor seating and 
dining.

DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGES 34 & 37



Our Planned Community
KEY SPECIFIC PLAN POLICIES
 Conserve the small-town character and 

scale of the downtown area 
 Provide high-quality housing for a 

diverse range of income levels
 Support the restoration and reuse of the 

historic Rialto Theater 
 Support street designs that emphasize 

safety and accommodate all users, 
including pedestrians and cyclists

 Expand the inventory of publicly 
accessible community gathering spaces

DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGES 56 & 56



Our Prosperous 
Community
KEY SPECIFIC PLAN POLICIES
 Attract a greater variety of retail and 

office uses by building on existing 
strengths

 Continue to nurture small, independently 
owned businesses

 Promote the redevelopment of single-
use and single-story retail centers on 
Fair Oaks Avenue into mixed-use 
projects with shared parking

DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGES 48 - 53



Our Accessible 
Community
KEY SPECIFIC PLAN POLICIES
 Promote a network of complete streets 

that facilitate walking and biking
 Explore creative strategies to manage 

available parking, including establishing 
a common area as a shared resource

 Improve pathways for pedestrian and 
bicycle travel between the Gold Line 
station and major designations

DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGES 59 - 63



Our Natural Community
KEY SPECIFIC PLAN POLICIES
 Emphasize sustainable building 

design performance and 
implement “green” streetscape 
improvements

 Preserve, manage, and grow the 
downtown tree canopy

DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGES 45 & 46



Our Healthy Community
KEY SPECIFIC PLAN POLICIES
 Promote a mix of uses within a walking 

and biking environment
 Encourage local food production, 

processing, and distribution
 Avoid a concentration of unhealthy food 

providers in the Downtown
 Implement Natural Communities policies 

(nature and parks integrated in 
streetscapes, sustainable building
design, and so on)

DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGES 64 - 66



Our Active Community
KEY SPECIFIC PLAN POLICIES
 Encourage the dynamic and flexible use 

of existing open spaces and promote a 
variety of new recreation and open 
space use, where appropriate; including 
redesign of open space around Metro 
Gold Line Station and requirements for 
developers to provide on-site open 
space

DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGES 60 & 61



Our Safe Community
KEY SPECIFIC PLAN POLICIES
 Reduce opportunities for criminal activity 

through physical design standards 
 Improve pedestrian and bicycle safety 

through physical and lighting 
improvements

 Require reinforcement of inventoried 
unreinforced masonry structures

DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGES 67 - 60



Our Creative Community
KEY SPECIFIC PLAN POLICIES
 Creative businesses have places to 

work, live, gather, and promote art in the 
Downtown

 Facilitate the use of vacant retail space 
by arts and cultural groups

 Promote cultural tourism
 Integrate public art into development 

projects and capital improvements

DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 79



DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 64



DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 95



DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 96



DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 98



DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 99



Development Standards

• Extraordinary sustainable building and 

site development performance

• Improves the street frontages beyond 

requirements

• Provides additional and enhanced public 

amenities such as plazas, bicycle 

support facilities, or public parking 

• Provides community-desired goods and 

services 

• Provides additional affordable housing units 

• The project has a demonstrated net positive 

fiscal impact to the City

 Base maximum building height: 25 feet in Mission Zone, 35 feet in Fair Oaks Zone

 Bonus height for projects providing any or a mix of the following community benefits: 
Maximum 45 feet

DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGES 98 - 100



Development Standards: Building Typologies
DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGES 102 - 103



Development Standards: Building Typologies Example
DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 107



Development Standards: Street Frontages
DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 114



Development Standards: Street Frontage Example
DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 121



Development Standards: Street
DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGES 127



Development Standards: Public Open Spaces
DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 133



Development Standards: Street Trees
DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 136



Development Standards: Street Trees
DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 137



Development Standards: Sign Types
DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 140



Development Standards: Sign Types
DRAFT SPECIFIC PLAN | PAGE 141



Next Steps
• February 12, 2020 – Public Comment Period Ends

• Comment reconciliation
• Environmental Impact Report Project Definition

• Release of the Administrative Draft of the EIR
• EIR Public Comment Period
• Response to Comments

• Final Draft of the GP/DTSP
• Review and Recommendation by the Planning Commission
• Adoption by City Council



Implementation Tools

 Downtown Specific Plan

 Green Action Plan – Fall 2019

 Neighborhood Traffic Management Program – Spring 2020

 Climate Action Plan* – Summer 2020

 Economic Development Plan – Summer 2020

 Housing Element Update – 2021 (due Oct. 15 2021 to the State)

 Active Transportation/Complete Streets/Safe Routes to School Plan 
– Pending Grant Funding

*To be integrated into the General Plan



Questions and 
Comments?


