“Live Forever” A fused and stained glass tribute to Ray Bradbury
Artist Concept Statement
By Tim Carey

The Central image is a portrait of Ray Bradbury, brightly lit on one side by dappled colored light
from a stained glass window. Ray had a vivid recollection of being a child and spending hours
staring through the stained glass window in his childhood home. He loved the way the “sweet
spectrum of colors altered the universe.” The child is young Ray holding a book, and the window
is a subtle nod to the Fremont Centre Theatre’s central stained glass window. The shadow side
of the portrait immediately vanishes into the deep starry universe.

The left side of the window is meant to represent Ray’s traditional childhood. Depicted is his
memory of an eccentric carnival magician named Mr. Electrico giving him the command to “live
forever.” Ray marveled at the irony of this moment, considering the encounter occurred while
Ray was coming home from his uncle’s funeral.

There is a lit fire lantern floating up into the sky, a recollection of Ray’s about his memories with
his family on the front porch in lllinois. Memories that always made him sad because he knew
they were destined to end. The backdrop to this panel is the actual view from his childhood home
in Waukegan, which oddly looks a lot like South Pas. Incidentally, this was one of the reasons Ray
was so drawn to our city.

In the foreground of the left panel is a patch of dandelions, blowing in the wind, with the flying
petals turning into stars in the sky. Of course this is a reference to his classic, “Dandelion Wine.”

With the left side of the windows dedicated to Ray’s traditional Midwestern upbringing, the right
side is dedicated to his “translation” of these childhood feelings into the fantastical stories that
defined his career. We see space, a rocket ship leaving Earth, the surface of Mars, a man blasting
fire in reference to “Fahrenheit 451”, an echo of the cover art from his “lllustrated Man”, and the
“Halloween Tree”.



