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Scale of
Project Components
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Since 1991, the AR has had its offices in Clerkenwell, erucible of the newspaper print industry and home to London's Sicilian community. Sixteen years
ago Clerkenwell was a grim place, its printing industry nearing extinction, its warehouses and offices abandoned, its shops and pubs carering to sullen
council estates, Exmouth Market, a pedestrian parade where AR staff sought refuge in their lunch hours, was full of glum emporia peddling car parts
and cat food, presided over by the stern, ltalianate bulk of John Dando Sedding’s Church of the Holy Redeemer. But time passes. Developers spot
opportunities, urban living becomes de rigueur, the social mix changes. enterprising restaurateurs and retailers decide to take'a chance and slowly, like
a butterfly shrugging off a fusty cocoon, a place becomes something else.This pictorial tableau shows Exmouth Market today, in all its vibrant, eccentric,
polymerphous glory. Sedding’s church now presides over one of the most humanly scaled and diversely distracting streets in London, where new
bistros. gastropubs and chi-chi one-off shops rub shoulders with doughty local survivors. Here, you can get a tattoo, have a game of table football, buy
a light bulb, say a prayer and savour some tapas washed down by an agreeable Rioja.You might even spot Clerkanwell habitués Zaha Hadid or Piers
Gough or Peter Cook doing the same. Exmouth Market’s transformation is:a kind of urban alchemy ~ a testament to the dynamics of place, human
enterprise, and, appropriately in an issue devoted to London, to the city's enduring capacity to reinvent itself, Mow, as the AR maves on to new offices
in Camden, we must bid farewell to Clerkenwell and Exmouth Market, where the daily dramas of working life have been played out for over a decade.
MNaturally, we have a lump in our throats, but trust it will be a fond au revoir, rather than-a final goodbye. It was fun while it lasted. CATHERINE SLESSOR
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